
11/18/2019

1

Pete Sharma

Teaching 
Vocabulary: 
what’s new?

Warwickshire College

November 2019

Teacher 
Trainer

Book 
Reviewer

Director EAP Lecturer Teacher

Consultant

Author
Aims

• To update you on recent research and 
developments in teaching vocabulary 

• To present and share practical teaching ideas for 
vocabulary teaching

Contoso Ltd.

Overview

Introduction Research Review & 
storage

Online tools 
for 

vocabulary 
analysis

Practical 
ideas

Add a footer

5

Part one:Intro
What’s a corpus?

• “a collection of texts, written or spoken, which 
is stored in a computer”

• “a principled collection of texts available for 
qualitative and quantative analysis” – any old 
collection of texts does not make a corpus”

– From Corpus to Classroom (O’Keefe / McCarthy / 
Carter)
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Corpora and 
ELT
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Part two: Research

Contoso Ltd.

1) I don’t remember having see this word before

2) I have seen this word before, but I don’t know what it means

3) I have seen this word before and I think it means ________________(synonym 
or translation)

4) I know this word, it means ________________ (synonym or translation)

5) I can use this word in a sentence, for example ________________________

Not every instance of L2 word learning will 
progress through each phase on the continuum
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Partial to precise knowledge

Contoso Ltd.

○Depth of knowledge

Ability to use words in more complex ways

○Receptive and Productive levels
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Dimensions
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Form, meaning and use
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○Behaviourist perspective – imitation and positive reinforcements

○ renewed interest in old fashioned memorisation techniques 
because of their usefulness in developing automized word 
knowledge

○Usage-based perspective - Children learn through ability to 
perceive patterns in the language, linked with a strong drive to 
communicate

○abundant evidence to support the idea that L2 learners acquire 
words they meet in the language input they are exposed to / 
meeting words frequently makes form-meaning connections 
stronger
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Theories of vocabulary acquisition
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Noticing – give conscious attention to a new word

Retrieval – do a mental search for the mean

Words need to be reviewed repeatedly – once in not 
enough

Elaboration – rich instruction – typically involves 
integrating multiple aspects of word knowledge such as 
morphology, collocation and word features
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Noticing, retrieval and elaboration

Collins ELT 
grading scheme

Vocabulary and reading

Extensive reading can only occur if 95 to 98% of 
running words in a text are already familiar to 
the learner or are no burden to the learner

Hu and Nation, 2000

Contoso Ltd.

○ Informed judgments

○ Corpus-based vocabulary teaching
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Which vocabulary?

Contoso Ltd.

○ Words are not created equal – some very important and 
are worth explaining, others do not merit this amount of 
attention

○ Frequency lists based on well-designed corpora of 
authentic English provide a principled bases for 
determining which vocabulary is worth spending class 
time on
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Vocabulary –what we know now
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○Digital dictionaries
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Adaptive Learning in ELT

Philp Kerr
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○The most widely-used and popular tool for language 
learners is the bilingual dictionary (Levy & Steel, 2015)

○Language teachers are not always as enthusiastic about 
bilingual dictionaries as their learners

○Folse (2004: 114 – 120) reports on an informal survey of 
English teachers which indicated that:
• 11% did not allow any dictionaries in class at all
• 37% allowed monolingual dictionaries 
• only 5% allowed bilingual dictionaries.

20

Add a footer

Digital dictionaries

Contoso Ltd.

○Teachers’ preferences for monolingual dictionaries are 
usually motivated in part by a fear that their students will 
become too reliant on translation.

○The second reason for teachers’ preference for 
monolingual dictionaries is that the quality of many 
bilingual dictionaries is undoubtedly very poor, compared 
to monolingual learner’s dictionaries such as those 
produced by Oxford University Press, Cambridge 
University Press, Longman Pearson, Collins Cobuild, 
Merriam-Webster and Macmillan, among others
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Digital dictionaries
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○In addition to the problem of selecting an appropriate 
dictionary, it appears that many learners have 
inadequate dictionary skills (Niitemaa & Pietilä, 2018). 

○In one experiment (Tono, 2011), only one third of the 
vocabulary searches in a dictionary that were carried out 
by learners resulted in success. The reasons for failure 
include focussing on only the first meaning (or 
translation) of a word that is provided, difficulty in 
finding the relevant information in long word entries, an 
inability to find the lemma that is needed, and spelling 
errors (when they had to type in the word) (Töpel, 2014).
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Digital dictionaries

“What do you do 

with the new words 

you meet in each 

lesson, in order to 

remember them?”

Part three

Storage and review

Pre sessionals
Word – translation
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Pre sessionals
“Write it in 
your lexical 
notebook!” “What’s 

that?”
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PART TWO

• A-Z

Andy Ciordia / Creative Commons / www.flickr.com
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writing down a word with the translation

alphabetically, as in a dictionary

in a diagram, e.g. a ‘word tree’ / 'mind-map'

in lexical sets i.e. in groups of related words

on index-cards

(translation on back)

Index cards Ph
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to
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er
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electronically

spread-sheet

app 

My Wordbook

British Council / CUP

Quizlet OALD

Oxford English 
Vocabulary 
Trainer

Adaptive learning

...education / training that
utilises technology and 
data to provide an 
individually customised 
learning program to 
students that intelligently
adapts to their learning 
needs (Kerr, P.)

Spaced repetition
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Complete the sentence:

Fariba _________ from Iran to

Denmark when she was a child

Wearable technology

https://lextutor.ca/flashcards/Yoga.html
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Part four: Online tools for 
vocabulary analysis
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Neologisms
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Word game

Issue cards with a new word on it to each 

student

Student has to get the others in the class to 

say their word

Rules: cannot use the word / no derivatives

mime / explain / give a definition / synonym or 

antonym / Socratic method / sentence + ‘blank’

Part five: Practical ideas Dictionary comparison sheet

52

Establish some criteria

for evaluating 

print dictionaries 

e.g.

use of colour

frequency system

mid-matter

Dictionary types – pros and cons

Bilingual learner’s dictionary / translator

Pros Cons

English-English learner’s Dictionary Paperback

Pros Cons

CD-ROM

Pros Cons

Internet

Pros Cons
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Guess the frequency

*** 

**

*

Black
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Cast
Exposure
Hassle
Cancer
Fracture
Rob
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In-class

Sound down

Write voiceover

Self study

Listen and compare

List new words

In class

Summarise differences

Thank You
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