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Blended Learning

Where are we now?
Pete Sharma

English Teachersô Day, Luxembourg October 2019
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Aims

ÅTo explore the concept of Blended 

Learning in English language teaching

ÅTo provide practical examples of 

blending using an online learning 

platform
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Worksheet

Task one

1 2

3 4

5 6
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Overview What?

Why?

How?

8

Overview

Part one: What?

Definitions

History

Research

Models

9

What Definition 1

ÅClassic

10

Definition 2

Combination of 

teaching 

methodologies

https://image.slidesharecdn.com/lesson-shapes3994/95/lesson-shapes-8-728.jpg?cb=1187421455

http://colombotech.pbworks.com/f/TB+Framework.jpg
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TBL
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Definition 3

Combination of technologies

Masters online

Distance Learning
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Other definitions

Real world + in world

Avatar

7 8
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Other definitions

Classroom + Virtual reality

14

Blended Learning

ÅFlexible

BL is not just one thing (a fixed combination of 

X and Y) - it can be many things depending on 

your teaching context

ÅDynamic

components which make up blended learning 

are constantly changing

Key concepts in ELT
16

Part one: What?

Definitions

History

Research

Models
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Part one: What?

Definitions

History

Research

Models
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Early: comparison studies

Integrated 

Blended 
Learning

SLA (Second 
Language 
Acquisition)

Constructivism

Socio-
constructivism

Behaviourism

Motivation

Learner autonomy

21

Blended Learning

Research - cautious

ñQualitative inquiry is advocated é classrooms are far too 

complex to control all the variables required  in experimental 

types of researchò

Research 

άǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ advantage
for blended learning 
conditions is not 
necessarily rooted in the 
media per se and may 
reflect differences in 
content, pedagogy and 

learningǘƛƳŜέ

What does the research say?

é. do digital technologies support 

language learning? Hockly concludes 

óthe jury is still outô, as the 

effectiveness (or lack of 

effectiveness) of a particular 

technology depends on a wide range 

of factors, such as how it used

Sharma P. 

Review in EL Gazette 2017

BL is a transitory 
phenomenon that may 
όΧύ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǎƻƻƴΣ 
simply to be replaced by 
ΨƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩ

(Gruba and Hinkelman)

2012
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Part one: What?

Definitions

History

Research

Models
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Blended Learning

Models

Model 1 ïby %

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(A) Mainly face-
to-face 70%-30% 

(B) Hybrid  
50%-50% 

(C) Mainly on-line  
20%-80% 

(D) Wholly 
online 100% 
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Blended Learning

Models

Model 2 Dual Track

The two tracks 

may be well-

integratedé

or there 

may be 

little or no 

integration 

between 

each track

29

Blended Learning

Models

Model 3 Integrated

30

Blended Learning

Models

The óflipped classroomô

óFlippingô involves moving 

the óinputô, usually given in 

class, outside the 

classroom

25 26
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The  flipped classroom
What?

Why?

How?
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Part two: Why?

ÅWhy blend?

ÅChallenges

ÅSuccess factors

ÅA framework for Blending 
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Why blend?

Reasons

Time

Differentiation

Independence

Own pace

Expectations

Cost

We hope blending 

leads to óbetter 

learning outcomesô

35

Part two: Why?

ÅWhy blend?

ÅChallenges

ÅSuccess factors

ÅA framework for Blending 
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Why blend?

Challenges

ά¢ƘŜ .[ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦέ

άǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ mish-mashof 
different components, but with no 
ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǳƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅέ

31 32
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Challenges

ÅñSome learners did not perceive the 

online parts of the blend to be of equal 

value to the face-to-face sessionsò 

(Gerbic 2006, Stacey & Gerbic 2008)

ÅñMy students see the on-line work as 

optionalò
38

Part two: Why?

ÅWhy blend?

ÅChallenges

ÅSuccess factors

ÅA framework for Blending 

Blended Learning success factors

APPROPRIACY COMPLEMENTARITY

ATTITUDE TRAINING

Teachers and learners should 
be trained in the principles of 
BL, teaching and learning 
techniques and in the use of 
the technology.

BL involves the blending of the 
two modes of F2F teaching and 
learning online. Any activities 
selected should be appropriate 
for each mode.

This is also known as 
integration. There should be a 
clear, two-way link between 
class work and online, 
structured self-study.

Teachers should hold positive 
beliefs about the efficacy of 
Blended Learning which they 
transmit to their learners.

40

Blended Learning

Four factors for success

ÅAppropriacy

ÅComplementarity

ÅAttitude

Å+ Training

41

Blended Learning

Appropriacy

Same time 
same 
place

Same time 
different 

place

Different 
time 

different 
place

Same 
place 

different 
time

Synchronous

Asynchronous

Discussion

Critical thinking
42

Blended Learning

Complementarity

Class work 

Self study

BL works best when the classroom 

activity is based on the online work 

and the online work is informed by 

what happens in the classroom.

37 38

39 40

41 42
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Blended Learning

Attitude

44

Blended Learning

Attitude

{ǘǊŀŎƪŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ όнллтύ ƻŦ ŀ .[ 
environment reconfirms the teacher as 
ŀ ΨƪŜȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
.ƭŜƴŘŜŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩ

45

Blended Learning

Training

http://www.flanderstoday.eu/sites/default/files/webimages/teachers_computers.jpg 46

Part two: Why?

ÅWhy blend?

ÅChallenges

ÅSuccess factors

ÅA framework for Blending 

Step -by-step 
approach

Context

Course
design

Training

Evaluation

48

Blended Learning

Step one: context 

ÅDecide: what are the reasons for 

blending?

ÅList: what are the limiting factors?

Context

43 44

45 46

47 48
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Blended Learning

Step two: course design

ÅWhat are you going to blend?

ÅHow will the modes be arranged in the 

timetable?

ÅHow much choice will the learners be given 

in the blend?

Course
design

50

Blended Learning

Step three: training

ÅHow will the teachers be supported in the 

transition to a blended approach?

ÅHow will the learners be supported in the 

transition to a blended approach?

Training

51

Blended Learning

Step four: evaluation

ÅHow will the blend be evaluated?

ÅHow will the blend evolve?

Evaluation

What?

Why?

How?

53

Part three: How?

Approaches

Practical ideas

The power of data

Benefits

54

1989

Sir Tim Berners Lee

VLE (Virtual Learning

Environment)

LMS (Learning

Management system)

CMS (Content 

Management system) 
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Approaches

Using a learning platform

57

Using a learning platform

Three approaches

Lock step

Targeted
Open 
access

58

Lock step

Targeted
Open 
access

59

Lock step

Targeted
Open 
access

60

Lock step

Targeted
Open 
access
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